
THE WAY WE WERE

ST. JOSEPH’S SCHOOL OF NURSING

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

1911-2011



APRIL 19, 1852

FOUR WOMEN IN IDENTICAL DRESS –

LONG BLACK WOOL SKIRTS, WHITE LINEN HEAD-DRESS AND BLACK VEILS 

BUNDLED THEMSELVES TO BOARD A FERRY TO CROSS LAKE ONTARIO  

FROM TORONTO TO HAMILTON.

Mother Martha Von Bunning

Foundress and First General Superior

of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamilton

1824 - 1868



1879

THE HOUSE OF PROVIDENCE 

to care for the poor and the aged

1900

ORIGINAL BUILDING DESTROYED BY FIRE

1970

NEW MODERN BUILDING RENAMED ST JOSEPH VILLA

BISHOP DOWLING THE 4TH BISHOP OF HAMILTON

SOLD HIS UNDERMOUNT RESIDENCE TO THE SISTERS FOR $10,000.

JUNE 11 1890

THE SISTERS OPENED A 25 BED HOSPITAL 



1894 

ST. ANN’S WING WAS ADDED 

INCREASING HOSPITAL BEDS TO 50

1916

ADDITION OF THE SURGICAL WING 

INCREASED HOSPITAL BEDS TO 155

1923 

CASA MARIA WAS PURCHASED FOR $32,000 

FOR OBSTETRICS & MATERNITY PATIENTS

Staff in Casa Maria
Alice Lindsay’41      Betty Brown’44

Casa Maria Nursery
Picture donated by Frances Ruffing ‘46



1947

MEDICAL WING 

JOHN STREET ENTRANCE

1950

NEW MATERNITY WING OPENED

INCREASING BEDS TO 457 PLUS 102 BASINETTES  

Mary Fitzgerald Marrin’47
Opening of the John St. building in 1947



1962 

MARY GRACE SURGICAL WING WAS BUILT

1951

THE MOTHERHOUSE WAS BUILT

CHAPEL AT THE MOTHER HOUSE



SEPTEMBER 8, 1911

THE SISTERS OPENED 

A SCHOOL FOR LAY NURSES

1915   

FIRST GRADUATION CLASS



“THE TUNNEL”  

FROM HOSPITAL TO UNDERMOUNT

STUDENTS FACED THIS TUNNEL

EVERY DAY AND EVERY NIGHT

UNDERMOUNT CLASSROOM

BEDROOM  /  STUDY AREA  AT  UNDERMOUNT.

1911 

THE SISTERS PURCHASED A BUILDING FOR STUDENTS RESIDENCE

IT WAS REPLACED WITH “UNDERMOUNT” WHICH OPENED NOVEMBER 28, 1922 



1947  

THE SISTERS PURCHASED “OAKBANK” TO BE USED AS 

A NURSES RESIDENCE 

1947

THE SISTERS PURCHASED “MARYGROVE” 

FOR A NURSES RESIDENCE

OAKBANK AND MARY  GROVE  NURSES  RESIDENCE 

DEMOLISHED IN 1960 FOR CONSTRUCTION  OF MARY GRACE SURGICAL WING



1963    

FONTBONNE HALL NURSES RESIDENCE OPENED

SISTER CELESTINE

a.k.a. Sister Joan O’Sullivan 



OUR ADMINISTRATORS AND  DIRECTORS

SISTER MARTINA LONG

SUPERINTENDENT 1934

SISTER M. MONICA Reg. N.     CLASS OF 1927

SUPERINTENDENT OF NURSES 

1933-1940

SISTER MARY GRACE             CLASS OF 1934

HOSPITAL  ADMINISTRATOR

1954-1960 & 1963-1970



SISTER BONAVENTURE        

DIRECTOR OF NURSING 1950-1957
SISTER VIRGINIA HANLON    CLASS OF 1945 

NURSE, TEACHER,  COLLEAGUE, 

DIRECTOR OF NURSING     1957-1965

SISTER CELESTINE   

a.k.a.    SISTER JOAN O’SULLIVAN

CLASS OF 1943

DIRECTOR OF NURSING    1965-1969     1972-1973

SISTER MARIS STELLA   

a.k.a.    SISTER ANN MARSHALL

CLASS OF 1956

DIRECTOR OF NURSING    1969-1972

VIRGINIA FRERE  

DIRECTOR OF NURSING       1973-1978

Mohawk College

St Joseph’s Campus



THE SISTERS 

LOOKED AFTER OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE 

WITH MAY CROWNING, RETREATS AND DAILY MASS

REVEREND ANTHONY J. O’BRIEN, 

THE HOSPITAL CHAPEL  IN 1922 
Chapel 1917



CELEBRATING MASS 1934

Altar set up in rotunda of the John Street building 

for the opening ceremony in 1947
November 26, 1986

Last Official Mass celebrated in the chapel 

2nd floor Centre building 

1955 

NEW CHAPEL BUILT IN THE HOSPITAL

IN THE “CENTRE” BUILDING



TYPICAL DAY

MERCILESS BELL AT 6 AM

UNIFORM INSPECTION & ATTENDANCE @ 6:30AM

MASS, BREAKFAST AND THEN A 12 HR SHIFT

THE CLASSES STARTED IN THE EVENING AFTER SHIFT

CATHOLICS WENT TO MASS 

AFTER UNIFORM INSPECTION

WHILE PROTESTANTS STARTED WORK

THE CHOIR 1962

Class of 1956-----Christmas 1953
Patricia        Barbara      Zaiga      Arlene     Mary

Boyington       Brown    Gerdels     Chalka    Smith



1957  MAY  CROWNING

CHRISTMAS

Florence Davis’57    Carole Cote’57   Colleen Moore    Sandra Stanlawy’57
Published in the Hamilton Spectator Christmas 1954



RETREAT AT THE MOTHER HOUSE



OUR MENTORS AND EDUCATORS



1934           

CLASSES WERE TAUGHT  AFTER A 12 HR SHIFT 

SISTER M. MONICA R.N. 

TAUGHT PROFESSIONAL ETHICS, 

& PRINCIPLES OF NURSING

SISTER LEONIE 1921

SISTER LORETTA GAINOR ‘10

TEACHING O.R. INSTRUMENTS TO 

JEANETTE EAGLESHAM  1925



NURSING INSTRUCTORS 1958
1961

OUR INSTRUCTORS  IN 1962 Instructors 1969

Jan      Sharon      Sr. Ann        Mr. Gaby

Givens     Hall         Marshall 

1938

Miss Roach & Miss Webster

ISABEL KERR ‘60



INSTRUCTORS 1966

1951-1964 

SISTER VIRGINIA HANLON TAUGHT NURSING

BETTY McINNIS ’53    TEACHING ANATOMY 



INSTRUCTORS        1963
NURSING INSTRUCTORS 1970

CHRISTMAS ON  PAEDIATRICS 

WITH VERA SUMMERS ‘58 AND MARIE YAKIMOFF ‘54

MR BONES BECAME OUR STUDY PARTNER



MEMORIES          1911 - 1978

FIRST YEAR BOOK

PUBLISHED  1934

DEDICATED TO PATRON SAINT, ST. JOSEPH

FOR PATERNAL CARE AND GUIDANCE

St Joseph’s School of Nursing 

30th anniversary 



CLASS OF 1918      IN THE GARDEN OF OAKBANK RESIDENCE

MAUDE NALLY ‘18

1925
Edith (Digby)   Rose (Schmalz)

Majeske Diemert
Working in O.R. 

Mildred Hayes ‘27

Marie Barry ‘32
a.k.a. Sister Mary Ursula 

1946  “PROBIES”  

Graduation 1962
with Sister St. Paul Lardie Hospital Administrator



GRADUATION             JUNE 8, 1938

DOROTHY WILLIAMS ’38

1944-1946 RCAF
“PROBIES” – SPRING 1935

“PROBIES” – CLASS OF 1942

1940’S

NORAH FINN ‘18



“PROBIES” - CLASS OF 1944 

WITH SISTER EILEEN

CLASS OF 1945  AND  1946

CLASS OF 1970

Sister Daniel Theresa        Sister Pauline Marie
(Helen Caraba’42)             (Pauline Gibbons’43)

Joan O’Sullivan’43  walking with classmates
In downtown Hamilton.



CLASS OF 1941

Left to right:
Nina          Irene                Violet           Mary          Mildred

Hinks’38  Faulkner’43  Jennings’38  Haley’42  Nelles’43

Back row:            Frances         Helen         Dixie (Watts)     Winnie
O’Brien’41     Kubilis’46    Fletcher ‘47     Walker’47

Front row:               Barbara          Donna (Devine)      Winnie Ayres
O’Brien’47            Gravis’46                   Rankin’46

1949 -----O. R. staff in the John St building
Health and Welfare Minister Martin attended 1952 Graduation

Patricia Hickey’52    Betty Loe’52

1941



“Roommates”
Irene Field ‘57     Joan Robinson ‘57

Class of 1961

Class of 1963      “summer whites”

Sister Maris Stella       Sister Celestine    Buster

(Sister Maris Stella had knee surgery 1968)

Class of 1970

EVA ‘51,  JEAN, KATY ‘55



IRENE DECOSTE CLASS OF 1956  - SCHOOL HEALTH NURSE 

DR. Mc HARG,            SCHOOL PHYSICIAN

OUR HOUSE MOTHERS

Miss Peter,   Mrs Baron,   Mrs Ryan 

MISS Mc KENNA 

RESIDENCE SUPERVISOR



OUR FIRST DAYS AT SCHOOL

WE REMEMBER THAT THE DOOR THAT LET US IN – WOULD ALSO LET US OUT

Marion LaSeuer Langballe ‘51

School Registrar 1960 - 1973 



I CAN’T BELIEVE THIS.

PUTTING ON THE “BLUES.” - DID IT REALLY TAKE TWO HOURS, THE FIRST TIME?

THANK GOODNESS 

THE  SENIORS  WERE  THERE TO HELP US

SCHOOL UNIFORM - STRICT 

STARCHED BLUE AND WHITE COTTON UNIFORM WITH STIFF COLLARS & CUFFS WORN UNTIL 1968

First day in uniform    Class of 1965

Susan    Rose     Jenny         Janice        Janina 

Curry    Carter  Smutniak  Chwiejczak    Muta

Class of 1965

Top row: 

Denise Eckstein, Ann Barrett. Sharon Farkas

Front row:   Jane Donaldson, Hazel Ferguson 



CAPS, CAPES, BLACK BANDS AND RINGS

Winnie Walker ‘47
Mary Fitzgerald Marrin ‘47

Capping Ceremony May 29th , 1952



CLASS OF 1963

CLASS OF 1962

CLASS OF 1958 Florence Nightingale lamp

CLASS OF 1974

Barb Murray Williams,  Lesley (Fern) Blythe,  

Kathy (Templeton) Levy,  Patricia (Campbell) Bosher,  

Nancy (Weldon) Winn  



PRESENTATION OF THEIR NEW  CAPS  MEANT THEY WERE ACCEPTED INTO THE SCHOOL OF NURSING 

Muriel                June              Dale
Brough ’54    Sweeney ’54     Bond ‘54

CLASS OF 1964

CAPS & BLACK BANDS
Agnes       Mary Lou              Grace                Mary
Clark ’53     Laur ’54      Carpenter ’54    Costie ‘53

CLASS OF 1974

Elly (Devries) Esson & Patricia O’Neill

Class of 1963



CLASS OF 1966 RECEIVING CAPS AND THEN CELEBRATING

CLASS OF 1966

Audrey Bull ‘54  Rita McGibbon ‘54 

Joan Robinson ‘57 & Irene Field ‘57

Joyce Thornton ‘44



CANDLE LIGHT VIGIL AFTER CAPPING 1967 CLASS OF 1941

1934

CLASS OF 1964

BLUE AND RED CAPES MADE OF WOOL WERE USED WHEN THE WEATHER TURNED COLDER. 



CLASS OF 1960

BLACK BANDS AND YEAR PINS

CLASS OF 1961

VERA DELAY ‘58 

A NEW BLACK  BAND  AND 

A NEW MEDICATION CART!

SISTER MARIS STELLA SURPRISED THE 

CLASS OF ’72 WITH THEIR BLUE BANDS



BLACK BANDS FOR CLASS OF 1965
CLASS OF 1966

Class of 1968

Class of 1938



CLASS OF 1961 RECEIVING RINGS

CLASS OF 1969

CLASS OF 1968

1915 Class Ring

1960’S Class Ring

St. Joseph’s Graduate pin was designed by Sister St. Basil 
of the Sisters of St. Joseph 

while she was the superintendent of Nurses in 1915. 

1928 Ring belonged to 

Mabel Clifford O’Day ‘28



CLASS OF 1968

Agnes              Helen                  Betty                  Irene                 Jean               Carmel
Morrow’43    Montague’43      Martin’43       Faulkner’43   Hodgins’44    Steffler’43



Student Nurse Uniforms

Each student wore a crisp starched blue and white cotton uniform, made at home according to strict specifications. 

1924       a white apron with a 3” waistband buttoned at the back, was worn over a long sleeve blue dress which was accented by a starched white            
collar and cuffs. High cut, laced black shoes and black stockings were worn. After a 4 month probation in the first year, a bib and cap was  

added. In the third year a black band was added and this signified the student as a senior.  Another privilege was the wearing of white oxfords            
and white stockings in the summer months. On laundry day the garments were starched to perfection.

Class of 1917

Margaret Dunigan 
Class of 1925 Mildred  Hayes

Class of 1927

1939 student uniform
donated by Edna Williamson ‘39

blue long sleeve dress /
white bib / white apron

cuffs x1 pair

1940 Grad Uniform donated by “L.L.K.”
Long sleeve white uniform
Bib / apron / collar / cuffs 

“Probies”…….Class of 1944



1941      the uniform had shorter sleeves with stiff cuffs.  
1944      Graduation uniforms included a white bib, apron, and dress. It was made by a professional dressmaker and paid for by the students 
1945      Graduation uniforms were made by Lac-Mac.  Black band was secured to the cap, 1” down from the top.

During World War 11, nylons were hard to come by. Material was not available and rubberized collar and cuffs were introduced

1950     The first class to wear plastic cuffs, collars and belts. 
The same uniform was worn until 1965 with only some minor changes. 

Students remember wearing cuban heels and white stockings throughout the 3 years of training. 

“Probies”…..Class of 1946

White short sleeve summer uniform
donated by Sandra Ann Atherton ‘64 White short sleeve summer uniform 

donated by Patricia Faulkner ‘66

1966      The graduating class of 1969 was the 1st class to wear one piece uniforms. 
The uniform was a powder blue design with a white bib insert, displaying the School of Nursing crest on the left sleeve
Shoes were described as “white nurses shoes /  flat (no heels or pointed toes – Savage or Clinique) 
Graduation uniform was a one piece white uniform (measured by the Sisters to just below the knee)  

Article published in Hamilton Spectator
Colleen & Shelagh Murphy class of 1967

modelling the new uniform f
or the class of 1969

starting in September of 1966



Margaret Peart, Assistant Director of Nursing, 
said Nurses were given permission to wear pantsuit uniforms on a trial basis. 

The trial will last 3 – 6 months.

Nurses must wear their school of nursing broaches and identification. 
They do have a choice of wearing coloured pantsuits. 

They also have a choice of wearing their caps. 

First year Student nurses are wearing culottes in light blue or navy.
Second year students are wearing culottes in mint green or navy.
Students may also wear brown shoes and stockings and no caps.

Sister Maris Stella , Director of the School of Nursing,  
stated that the coloured culottes were originally intended for

wearing out on community work, homes and various institutions around the city. 

1970

1973
Accepted length for the Graduation Uniform 

will be three (3) inches abaove the knee

1972    Transition in the “Habit”



Each student was required to purchase a blue and red cape.
In 1934 they cost $9.00 and they were described as “High quality navy blue Cheviot lined with military scarlet flannel”. 
They were worn when the weather turned colder. 

In the 1930’s the initials “St. J.H.”
were on the front of the cape

1930 “short” Nurse Cape
donated by “H.E.G.” 

Initials “SJHH” on collar
Nurses Cape donated by

Jean Webster Sheppard ‘37
Nurse Cape donated by “R.S.”

Initials “SJHH” on collar

Nurse Cape donated by
Kathleen O’Sullivan McPhee 1955

1954 Blue School Blazer
White School Jacket with crest

donated by Mary Iftody ‘63
White School jacket with crest

donated by Janet Huson Cote ‘67



OUR CLASSES AND WARD DUTY

Gail Chapman ‘56

1960       

MISS McINNES TAUGHT ANATOMY CLASS 

IN UNDERMOUNT CLASSROOM



CLASS OF 1965 LEARNING NURSING ARTS WITH MARIE Mac DONALD



CLASS OF 1961

R. A. MCSLOY GIVING FIRST NEEDLE TO M. J. NOBLE 

WE PRACTISED ON EACH OTHER

Ethel          Winnie         Bernadette       Angie            Cheris              Winnie          Pauline
Smith’48     Ayres’46        Hynes’48    Amadio’45    Matthews’47   Walker’47   Schweitzer’47

Back row:    Winnie Winnie          Angio
Walker’47 Ayres’46     Amadio’45

Front row:    Cheris Matthews’47 Bernadette Hynes’48

1974 
Teresa Maas, Yvonne Park

and Sharon Jones



1955   FIRE LECTURES AND EVACUATION  DRILLS WERE PRACTISED

FIRE EVACUATION AND CPR 

WERE PRACTISED BY CLASS OF 1965

Anna Dove     Vera Delay ‘58

Helen Stepnik ‘56   Margaret Candler ‘56   Den Torelli ‘57

Jacqueline Carthew ‘58

Catherine  Brown ‘43,   Irma Keller ‘41
Lorraine Stewart ‘45,  Betty Martin’43

Working in the O.R.



CLASS OF 1973 - STUDENTS DID INDEPENDENT LEARNING 

KAREN MARTIN AND THE CLASS OF 1978

LAB WORK 1968
CREATIVE NURSING ARTS

Bev Shynal ‘70

1948 NURSES NATIONAL MEMORIAL SERVICE



1955      WORKING ON THE UNITS



1960
1957



REMEMBER THE STRYKER FRAME

S.U.M.O.

Theresa Dertinger ‘68 

Alana Plester ‘65

Pat Michna ‘64

Pediatrics

Beulah Fries ‘57 



1961Sr. Mary Daniel’47   scrubbed

Winnie                  Sister Mary              Eva Neal
Walker’47               Daniel ’47              Staneff’51



PATIENTS WERE OUR PRIORITY

MEDICATIONS HAD TO BE GIVEN

Bev Rogers ’65    Alana Plester ‘65

Bev Ross ‘57

Mary Margaret George ‘53

Blood Transfusion to child 15 days old 

Mary Margaret George ‘53

Triplets born in 1959



OPERATING ROOM ROTATIONS

LEARNING  ASEPTIC TECHNIQUE

Operating room supervisor  Sister Mary Daniel ’47 with her nurses 
examining “Alexander’s Operating Room 1949 Technique “

the first manual for operating room technique
published in the 1950’s

Class of 1965 Stephanie Wylie ‘69

Class of 1962

Working in the O.R.
Front:   Ruth deMontmorency’45   Marion Ionson’45   

Frances O’Brien’41    Katherine Dasher’45
Back:   Helen King Marcellus;42   Loreen Leatherdale ’43  

Catherine Boyle’44



WORKING IN THE NURSERY 

Class of 1963

left to right: Marilyn Murphy, Janice Gowland, 

Phyllis Mancuso, Marilyn Ryan 

Class of 1957

Lorraine Luca ‘57

Sonja Vrba ‘65

Cheryl Gravelin  ‘66

Ross            Frank

Riley ’68       Demers ‘67

Class of 1971A

Mary Ellen Reaume ‘61



CLASS  OF  1971

“ INTERMEDIATES “

WORKING ON CHILDRENS WARD

Pediatrics

Ellen Bratina ‘68



Class of 1943       off to Detroit for pediatric affiliation
Doris Caley,   Pauline Kwolek,   Mildred Nelles,    Ruth Young,
Irene Faulkner,   Catherine Brown,   Betty (Catherine) Martin

Class of 1945      off to Detroit for pediatric affiliation
Doris Halverson     Mae Morris     Olga Boychuk    

Ruth   DeMontmorency       Margaret Houston

Class of ‘70

Beverly Shynal, Ann Van Dyke 

On Affiliation at the Rygiel Home

Winnifred       Marion            Betty           Katherine     
Walker ’47    Reganti’47   Holmes’47       Clark’47  

Children’s Hospital Detroit Michigan

PAEDIATRIC AFFILIATION IN DETROIT MICHIGAN



6:15AM       CLASS OF 1966

LAST TRIP TO 999 QUEEN ST TORONTO

Class of 1965

999 Queen Street

CLASS OF 1967

Class of 1969

Left Side: Karen Leach, Maureen Pauls, 

Anne Schell, Shirley Dunlop

Right Side: Bev Warry, Caroline McCabe, 

Dianne Roberts, Nancy Noble, Dianne Rosinski
Class of 1969

Front Row: Hope Woodward, Pamela Sefton

Back Row: Joan Frassetto, Jean Forbes,         

Sharon White 

Class of 1965

Left to Right: Monique Coene, Pat Dowling, 

Carole Holmes, Shirley Eggar, 

Hazel Ferguson, Jeannine Heil  



WE AFFILIATED AT THE MOUNTAIN SANITORIUM

Class of 1961

Class of 1962



STUDENT COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES

1955 STUDENT COUNCIL STUDENT COUNCIL 1960



SPORTS COMMITTEE 1962

1962 STUDENT COUNCIL1964   STUDENT COUNCIL

STUDENT COUNCIL 1969



RESIDENT LIFE AND RECREATION 

1965

1917

PIZZA PARTY   1961

HALLOWEEN 1962



RESIDENCE LIFE  1962 HALLOWEEN PARTY   1963

HALLOWEEN  CLASS 1965



1964 RESIDENCE LIFE - PORK & BEANS OR PIZZA

1966 CHRISTMAS SHOW

CLASS OF 1978

BIRTHDAYS WERE CELEBRATED 

BY A FAMILY OF FRIENDS

CLASS  OF  1970

WE CAME FROM A  VARIETY 

OF ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS

1965

Alana Plester & Donna Sabo



CLASS OF 1966      MUSIC AND SONG AFTER WORK

RECREATION FOR CLASS OF 1972

SR. JOAN O’SULLIVAN AND SR. ANN MARSHALL  1969

IN THE LOUNGE  - FRIENDS WERE MADE FOR LIFE



OUR FORMALS

FORMAL DANCE 1934



GRADUATION DANCE 1958

RHAPSODY IN BLUE 1965

GRADUATION BALL 1966

Sponsored by the Alumnae

BLACK BAND DANCE 1969 

GRADUATION DANCE 1940



1960 “RHAPSODY IN BLUE”AT THE

CRYSTAL BALLROOM CONNAUGHT HOTEL

1961 CHRYSANTHEMUM BALL  

AT THE FISCHER HOTEL

CHRYSANTHEMUM BALL    1963

CHRYSANTHEMUM BALL 1962

CLASS OF 1967

Class of 1969

Barb Beveridge, Janny Scholten, 

Jean Forbes, Bev Warry, Kris Brock



1960    “RHAPSODY IN BLUE”

AT THE CRYSTAL BALLROOM CONNAUGHT HOTEL

CLASS OF 1961 IN OAKBANK RESIDENCE 

READY TO GO DANCING

DANCE 1960 AT PRUDHOMMES



RHAPSODY IN BLUE DANCE - CLASS 1961

1962  RHAPSODY  IN BLUE

RHAPSODY IN BLUE 1963

Bev Warry ‘69



RHAPSODY IN BLUE 1964 RHAPSODY IN BLUE   CLASS of 1964

RHAPSODY IN BLUE  

Vicki  Krahana,   Wanda Strodomski

Pat Michna & Bruce



RHAPSODY IN BLUE AT THE CONNAUGHT 1964 RHAPSODY IN BLUE CLASS OF 1965

CLASS OF 1967- RHAPSODY IN BLUE 

HELD AT HOLIDAY INN

WITH WALLY MACK AND HIS ORCHESTRA

Frank Demers ‘67

Richard Blake ‘69

Class of 1970

Class of 1964



GRADUATION DANCE 1934

1961

Class of 1965

Class of 1970

Connie Dillon,  Diane Niesen,  Pauline Feniuk

Christel Zerwinski,  Willie Hogervorst,  Bev Shynal,  Margaret Reynolds



1965

1966

1970
1969

THE TWINS


